Diagnosis of esophageal varices by transesophageal echocardiography: a mimicker of aortic disease.
The use of transesophageal echocardiography is well established in the emergency department diagnosis of traumatic aortic diseases. It has very high sensitivity and specificity compared with those of other tests. The physician performing transesophageal echocardiography should be aware of conditions that can mimic aortic pathologic conditions, thus leading to an incorrect diagnosis. We report a case in which the presence of previously undiagnosed esophageal varices mimicked traumatic aortic disease.